392                  ________Sri Raghavendra

occasions, had the grace of Sri Raghavendra's darshan,
in the Brindavana prakara.

Yes, it is undoubtedly, the benign grace of Sri Rayaru
that has helped me to get a footing in my profession and
rise up to the position that 1 am now occupying in my field.
Oh, how many hurdles I have faced in the interim! For
that matter, even for the writing and publishing of this
work, the impediments in my path were far too many, but
ultimately, I have come to know later that Sri Gururaja
has willed it to happen that way, for some valid reason
that was not apparent to me then. And when I had this
belated realization, I have reflected within myself, 'Oh, is
it for this that Gururaja has done it so?'

Such enlightenment is only short-lived, as the mind
again goes back to a disturbed state, when there is yet
another problem or distress.

I then find solace and peace in raising the cry, *Appa
GururajaF

I have even thought hypothetically whether such
solace and peace should not have preceded the agony!
But, all the same, I find it agreeable to be in discomfort, so
that I can be constantly thinking of Sri Gururaja. It is a
different world altogether, to be always praying to the
Guru with devotion from the depth of one's heart-some
times getting angered on account of disappointments
and at other times being joyous and engrossed in
thoughts about his mysterious power and relishing that
experience.

Some devotees may feel that instead of Sri
Raghavendra helping them after the distress, why he